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. ot his men out of liarlihs bottom by the skin of his teeth as it ne 

. hor9 e soldier (cavalryman) to tell Captain feNhall at Edray that he was 
f Jnc te v ar ric B de the rond on Frice Hill, and for him to march the back way and come 
th# rP ad on top of Price Hill. Arnett cut a lot of trees across the Price Hill 
aid cuf. some of the road away on that sliding hillside. The exciting days for 
th‘s county were Wednesday,Nov. 4, Thursday Nov. 5thj and Friday Nov. 6, 1863. 

-•e- it was that the biggest battle ever fought in Pocahontas occurred. Arnett left 
ba-v-.s 5ottoir. at sun down on Wednesday and Col. Ohley moved into his deserted log 
cabins at dusk. 

There was only one road between Marlins Bottom and Mill Point, and Averill with 
i* arry at Huntersville had laid a plan to capture Arnett's forces by sending Chley 
i:xz the pike to get Arnett started south while Col. Harris moved his forces down 

V 

-caver Creek to get ahead of him and block the road &t Larvin Chapel where the two 
r.a;i —.ite. This plan would have succeeded but for Col. Vi. P.Thompson who had been 
recalled from bold Knob with his cavalry and was unsaddling at his old camp on the 
s * I* ellison farm when Jackson's courier rode up and told him to hold the Beaver 
r -i. Thompson immediately went to Beaver Creek, and spent the evening cutting 

%z? th ® road. lie fell back firing as he went. This delayed the Federal 
A-ry v. *uch an extent that Arnett got by. 

■ .t expedition, Avorill had with him some signal experts. It was arranged 

' * ;ti ecr F* * ou3d BU y Huntersville, while others went on to Marvin 

] * * r * * * er * tc #cnd U P rockotB to communicate the position and success of 

• krrla and hla tro* P *. 


• to u.. top of the MlUt Hunter*villa to observe the signals 
u to'r.port. It wa. arranged that the rookatt wa*' 

» ‘ K V. and Wrlti waited on top of th. knob until 10 F. U. and 

: aea te kaM|Htft«ri. It ai lerwarda appeared that 

“I 1 .a raakata until ll 1 . a;.a thay were not ob- 

l * W t *tea an then red ageinat the aky. They * 


•ramie u.eu 
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rt j- „ n0 w departure in mountain warfare. Thompson ana his block&aing 

. interfered with the march so'much that the army was three hours late. 

tact* cS • aa A 

-siav lev. 5, 1853, was Mill Point day. Mill Point has never been piven the 
r or the baptism by fire that she had that day because what occurred next day 
*• Drccr fountain, five miles south, has overshadowed it to such a great extent. 

-v e rc was enough powder burned that day at Mill Foint to fight a great battle. The 
armies were at Stephen Hale Run and on the hill between that run and Mill 
point. The Confederates formed a battle line along the banks of Stamping Creek for a 

ri’e cr core, and their artillery was on the hill just south of Mill Point. When then 

* 

.-.ns he ran to thunder it occurred to Jackson that his battle line was just the right 
:ir*.ir.ce from the federal batteries to be in range of grape shot and he withdrew his 
arr :y having them slip silently up the stream until they were hid by the bend of the 
r: -.-.rin, and he took them out by the flint pits near Tom Beards. Having gotten his 
v-orri under way, he looked up to the long smooth summit of ^roop Mountain and decided 
* - *.ne : 1: stand there, oy nightfall he was in-camp on the crest looking down on the 
arry as they kindled their fires in the broad fields of the Little Levels. 

‘.. a*. Thursday the Federal troops•at Marlins Bottom got word to cut out the 

, . \ % 

»-•* m <y79 on to pm Point. Before they left, they burned the log cabins the 
had planned to winter in. 

*"■ " jr#d *y» to °# General Echols at Lewisburg heard that Gen. Duffie with an 

" frOB1 Gauley Bridge, and Averill was coming from Bevorly, so he got 
* rp F . ir«nt went on the Midland Trail to hold Duffie. Ke moved the re- 
• -/ 1', J ec»hont ua. That day ho torched hia men fourteen miles and went 
■ ;,! " r - r **'• T *>® arrangomento wore to roinforce Jackson who was to fall 
1,1 ; ’ * n 1 ’*• l),ml ni l ht » noiaago ran received by Echols that the 
lwr.-r *•' «n they had thought at first, and that there would bo 
*y iU, «.f l*rco { UeuaUla. 

nt f I I a- . i l t. • > 4 

* ce * * C®' • Ioreea Uitarr way at two w'ulock ana 

at «Jne c'sloc. that Mr., *.iruiii 4 . *hU aaa a raoord march. 
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'■ -iIts over mountain roads. But when they care hack that same night they made 

j* in eleven hours. These ‘mountain men marched 56 miles in 42 hours, and had 

•listed < hours fighting a battle. They never even hesitated when they reached 

Lovisburg for Duffie was due there that morning. • 

lc Friday morning Nov. 6, 1663 hchols, Arnett and Liar a hall also Jackson and 

/ 

..-.or; son. Lends cerranding, with an army of around 5000 soldiers were encamped at 
the foot of the mountain. He was in plain sight of the Confederates on the mountain 
ar.d it was impossible to march up the mountain and attack from the front without bein 
seen. Therefore, he sent C 0 i. Augustus lioore, of the 28th Ohio Kegiment, and Col. 

T. 1!. Harris, of the 10th *e&t Virginia, to make a flanking movement and attack 
-:-e Confederates from the rear. Averill made gestures of attack from the front 
while Score and Harris with about 1000 soldiers went over the mountain and through 
t-e *oods to attack in the rear. 

~ CSt ° f US hV7e erown U P with the «ea that the Confederates neglected to guard 
left flank and that they were taken by surprise, but a study of the official 
teres on both sides do not bear out that theory. It seems that no less than 
■ ..re sent against this att.ok u d ,th.t they fought . long and Moody 

■*’*'* * l ° Ut * ,,dl • throu S h th. thick forest and underbrush on top of the 

*"* ** “ r *' ° f b ' in£ 5ur prised -by the flanking movenent, 

• • ■ -..rst. soldier fired the first shot. Shis soidier said, •*. ..re lying in the 

f ° r “*/• 4 * r * 1 ' *** 4 ~“' < “ rf fitst we se. of themes .hen 

.. M * > '“' 1 ' >V ” r * ”” r “ 0 - «• the first soldier killed at 

*' •* 6f **“>1 koufttain. , • - 

- Confederates rained at this fence and r our.d a devastating 

*** ’ U Crlt . 1 °* 1 monont * *• mon broken at this 

men were commanded to lie down, and 
» r and they went forward fighting 
• the rebel 


’**• beau loat. T|,o 




at lest at 


hill where 


oi ' Fcir.t - Foeshontas _ j?.g e 5 

. c '• ***•*' -r i-i '•!•« Valance as the fight vent on in the vest of the 
.ore*. The Confederate commander Echols knew of the importance of that movement, 
he re:- 1 ^rahall'e forces in there first. It was reinforced by Col. 

D .-rrsor. and sere more companies of the same regiment. Then the 23rd Virginia 
rai'.alicc v;as ordered into the woods on the extreme left to support Thompson. 

:-cr. Cel. Gibson with four companies of the 14th Virginia Cavalry (Cochran's 
refirent) were ordered into the woods where the fighting was heaviest. And 
finally a picked body of troops from three companies of the 22nd, including Capt. 
fa-es IcGeill* s Nicholas slues, were placed under Capt. John n. Thompson and they 
plunged into the fatal woods and by a desperate charge actually stopped the advance 
v * next v.tive *ent over them# 

v 

Aver ill -arched up the mountain from the front when he detected the fighting 
:r. *.' e rear, 'Kr.en his men reached the top of the mountain the Confederate forces 
r.oe ran. The rederals fought a stern chase battle with them for hours. 

*bo have made a study of troop movements which culminated in the Battle 
-T.-.t fountain say that General Echols had no time to stay and fight it out with 
A- ' r::i he knew another Union army was coming to cut off his rear by way of 
‘ rr - ras in a trap and it was up to him to get his army out before it 
s --le b« tprung. 

**•. * ar tore reaching victory than the Richmond government was willing to 
:■ ns tie laat stand in a way that the Confederates made in TTest Virginia. 
' well dmn to Dublin, and no rebel army was assembled here 

« . vr.;n HI the turning point of the war so far as the mountains were 


“ *' ■ • ’ ' ’ rco *" fro th * **• Virginia b with one regiment each from 
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-• «»tl» report 
' r * lr**« 

”* Corded 



M brok. the rower of the Confederates and determined the 

tart of Virginia. 

.1 t at I . only trophy the Ked.ru. oould boast of was the 
C. n.;* r.:.u B *». a twelve pound howitsor or aling and was 
.rr , 4 t .t it haJ been injured in a battle at White 
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s . Springs the summer before, end since it could not be used it was buried 

end a ler rolled over the place to hide it. So far as is known this cannon was 
• over found, though it is believed to be buried on the McCoy land. 

Cartai.n John Johnson lost an eye in this battle. It was his third wound. He 
7 ,-as mentioned in the dispatches for his bravery and courage. Ee said that it was 
the hottest fire he ever experiences. Captain Marshall and Captain Hutton, also 
Leiut. John G. beard of Pocahontas County received honorable mention in the 
dispatches• 

As the Federal army returned over the Seneca Trail to Beverly they were fired 

urcn by a troop of about 60 confecerate soldiers near the top of Elk Mountain. Bush- 

whackers these soldiers were called. (Prices History of Pocahontas). 

• * 

It was here that Colonel Cochran of Virginia made his famous escape, ne was 

- arently in the power of a squad of Union soldiers. Yihen asaea why he did not 
i.ur render he said, "if they had said, "Col. surrender’." I would have dene so; but they 

.-’tiled, "Stop you-red headed son of a gun’." and I would not accommodate anyone 

The would use such language to me. 
hvenell's full name was 

Yiilliam Tioods Averill 

• his rare spelled Averil, and Aver ell, but 1 believe Averill is correct. 

-' trial waa taken from 1928 Vf. Va. Blue Book. History of Pocahontas, 

1 -r-taa Tiree JJov. 14, 1935. 
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THE pATTLZ CF DROOP MOUNTAIN . 
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V v,n*tie of Droop fountain *as f ought on t^e ot^aay^^ 

^ ^oKlke confederate forces consisted of t- billed at 

Jmxr* l 8 **' i leorge Patton (of Kanawha Bounty J w> P . Thompson 

jfofnn try, ~°-o-'-’andlns; the 19th Virginia Infant 5» apnott Commanding ; 
r nr.chester),Coa’nanainfa, InfB ntry, Colonel W. W . Arnot* yacKson’ e and 

Svi-nL:°^lyS.6 a ar£faarBlS?: °n Oreenfcrler County. 

The federal force waB composed of the 14th ^^^VirslnJ-^Infantry, 
Mrt and Sth Ohio infantry t£» KJ «* Beverly In 

Averell. 

The movement of the two armies preceding this battle:have 'jjeen^ 

traced by ^STSfrie to meet him him 

in ^ em ^ er ’ N J®^ e r 7 th, at Lev/isburg, and Duffle marched from Kanawha 
120 -lies’.’ Averell marched from Beverly and haa 110 miles to go. Averell 
reached Levisburg on Saturday November 7th, at 2 p. m., ana foun 
Duffle had got there at 10 arm. 

Averell left Beverly on Sunday and came over- Cheat mountain by 
wav of Chefct 3ridge and marched by Camp Bartow, where they left the Staunton 
a Parkersburg Turnpike and took the road leading by Greenbank to Huntersville 

They reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell 
.beam that::Col d#- -p..f Thompson,-y/fth Tthb,jk&th -.Virginia Cavalry, v:as at 
■ Marlins Sattar, 3it fthe. G re e«brjLeiv fridge?. i'4&e re-l-I*.*en± the l|4th Pennsyl¬ 
vania Cavalry and the 3rd West Virginia Mounted infantry down Beaver Creek 
to h*prd.:th-e :rivcr::el^tt:-mill's south-.fjf-^iarlinton to jcut off 

C.t clips on -at Stephen-Jioi© Jl\xn. .onuther.Marlln-Lew-ls burg Turnpike!, and sent the 
Snd and 8th West Virginia mounted infantry to Marlinton with Ewing's Battery. 
Thompson, apprehending his danger, left in a hurry and cut a barricade of 
trees across the pike on Price Hill, a mile or so distant from the bridge, 
r-nc neat the federal^ forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
the confederate troops In the Levels and. there turned and stopped the 
■ v(.r.c<-. There v/us some cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping 
•'■'-11 Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night time 

• •• f -o: and at Marl inton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had 

escaped the trap. 


Ay':ell moved hlo Huntcrovillc army 
'•t 3 a/ n. and reaching Mill Point 

r. c :r»r r ( 0 f the Marl inton army 

11 a*- 4 * 


down Beaver Creek, Thursday, 
at 8 a. m. He had ordered 
to cut out the barricade on 

arrived 
the Con¬ 
n'd iuiu they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to 
lr -c. t .nt town, and erected embankments and fo f lirl “ 
or the mountain overlooking the Levels where the r 
-'a south . 


.. * * -HUVil (U J, V Y UU V#u U UUt wm- * *VI 

j'^in aim at Mill Point, and both wlnge of the army 
ftl tame time. The effect of this was to put tht 


♦ ♦ 


on Tuurtuay, v> hea 



us. u a •• m 


Tm&&i£sss25x 

"''„,' M a ss!,w:s^?2™- 

sa^ya&w “ 

in November, 1863 ftt Levlsburg and Duffle marched from Kanawha, 

at 8 p. a.. November 7th at Lewlebure, ^ 110 mlle8 to go. Averell 

sru-" * 2 p --• and founa th 

Duffle had 60 t there at 10 av m. 

Averell left Beverly on Sunday andean*over- ^eat^ountaln^^^ 
I.^a?Lre^S B S^PlS a and r ?ook the road leading by Greenbanh to Huntersville 

• -« -dtton- : nt -the. Greenbrier-Bpi dee-.. :the l^th Penney 
' :t.fr “avalrv and the 3rd West Virginia Mounted Infantry aovsn Beaver Creek 
0 -c. 'the : rfvcr:ieisbt;HlIce8 ifcs&gcx&h ssHith.-.-pf'^arlinton to jcut off 
Carson at Stephen Jio'la :Run botherMarlin-LewisburgTurnplkd ana eent tne 
' -- 2 *v West Virginia mounted Infantry to Karllnton with Ewing s Battery. 


**-• • e .ncross the plhe on Price Hill, a mile or so distant from the oridge, 
ar.d'heat the federal^ forces to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
:v. the confederate troops in the Levels and there turned ana stopped the 
=-vkr.ee. There was 6one cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping 
uin Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got word in the night time 
is command at Marl in ton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson had 
Eeaped the trap. 

Av rell moved his Huntersville army down Beaver Creek, Thursday, 
t riL: . at 2 a/ n. and reaching Hill Foint at 8 a. m. He had ordered 

. i ir. charge of the Marl inton army to cut out the barricade or. . 
r. ... • join him at Kill Point, and both wings of the army arrived 
Poir.t at the same time. The effect of this was to put the Con- 
• ... t.. motion anu they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to 

v : io . -.1 r.g that town, and erected embankments and fortifl- 
-o-« of the mountain overlooking the Levels where the pike 
••tair. going south. 

t.-.at the reason he did not attack on Thursday^ "hen 
- -• -e Conftde: ateg in the Levels was that he was thirty four 
• ■■ y-r.y J;g , vl . rat lf ne crove his enemy forward that cay *r.ey 

•fore fcstffr.x Duffle would have arrived :rom 


*n about all that was done was to try to go arour.u 
-*• f-o off from the mountain, but Jack6on beat t..e: 

/#A » to l« occupied by Averell. 
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^c. & GEORGIA A. BEARD. 

Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August 
6th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
on all the real estate and personal property owned by the Karl inton 
Hotel Company. Said debt with interest is as follows: 


Principal 

Interest from '8-6-1934 to 1-1-1955 
Total 


$10,000.00 

241.64 

$10,241.64 


Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of 
-ar^inton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
ueir.g secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
° r Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
£&ld deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 


LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS. 


^^:HL>_l4rjiC_HAN TS BANK QF MART.TMTYm 

Note dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, with a credit 

c 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 

•i on all the real estate and personal property 

Clinton Hotel Conj .y. Said debt with interest is 

f iji' — ' - 


>ip*l 


■+ to 1-1-1936 


$5,300.00 

_ 148.IQ- 


„ *. GEORGIA A. BEARD. 

g. _ y. •—£— -— 

Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $10,000.00, due August 
1934 , and secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th., 1924, 
v all the real estate and personal property ov/nea by the Marl In ton 
Hotel Company. Said debt with Interest is as follows: 

principal $10,000.00 

f n terest from ‘8-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 • ■ _ 241.64 

Total $10,241.64 


Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of 
Yarlinton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
being secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
Bank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
said deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 

- • • LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS. 


."APJIERS & MERCHANTS BANK OF MARLINTON. 

Note dated April 14th, 1954, for $5,360.00, with a credit 
o. $50.00, due July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 
Gc.ooer loth, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property 

cw r .ed by the Marllnton Hotel Company. Said debt with Interest is 

ae follows: 

Principal 

$5,300.00 

fr °® 7 - li4 -1934 to 1-1-1935 148.10 


"totia 


$5,446.10 


!•! : OK THE FOUR TH CLASS. 



Imi and commenoed to fire on the batteries on ton n? „ * . 

, ie Battery was placed on the left of the rr-V^wepn 
C.i «>e foot of Droop Mountain. Gibson' B Battalllon and the 10^° 
nest Virginia were hela in or near Hillsboro on the pike The Pnd 
anc 8th, v ’eet Virginia Regiments were placed to the right of the pike ’ 
fbont tne RenxC/. p^ace, out of sight of the Confeuerates on top of the 
aouniain. The 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and one company of‘ the 14th 
Pennsylvania, in a-.l 1175 Mnen, were sent by the long nine mile detour 
to the rignt by Lobelia, ana while they started long before daylight 
-.hey did not reach the battle field until 1 : 45 p. a. In the meantime a 
great ceal of cannon firing had been going on. 


Acout nine o'clock, the Confederates announced by cheers and by 
CRTdi music , and by the display of flags, that Major General Echols had 
u.oight ills army up. Tnis must have caused Averell some apprehension 
considering the position he held with the Confederates holding the 
2our.ua.ln uop. He had not attacked tne day before for good and sufficient 
reason. V,’ e shall see later how he v/on on this day with the odds against 


ine Sonfeaerate line of position was as follows; Edgar's Battal- 
-lor^on the river road to Greenbrier. On the farmland on the brow of the 
mountain where the battle was fought was the 22nd Virginia Cavalry 19th 
Cavalry; 20th Virginia Cavalry; 14th Virginia Cavalry; Derrick's 
sautailion; Jackson's Batteries. On the Lobelia-Jacox road; Nobody. The 
l'T~ ure t0 E^ard the road leading in from the rear costs the Confederates 
; at r le - At 1:45 p. m. f the flanking party arrived and came through 
Goes firing as they came. It is said to have been one of the most 
^:: er \ and most fearful fires that men were ever subject to. In about an 
, -ne Confederates were in full flight. 


XxxAxEiHii 

As eoon as Averell heard his flanking party commence to fire b P 
- ‘ :* e 2 nd . 3rd, and 8th regiments obliquely to the right up the’ 

. • *-y -ae horses had been left at the foot of the mountain. Thev 

/ j r. top of the mountain exactly on the left of the flank! near*™- 

• • \ ' r advanced on the breastworks of the Confederates 3 

• '•l;!.:. -Vor in a few minutes, and the Confederate armv in 

"* ir ‘‘‘ loesee on both sides was heavy. " ^ 
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J>elie YI c^t -u ;hl i n 
'••ur 1 i r. »on, . 


HyC-tJiuKT^s county 
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j. ^apter 4 - y*£tl_on 4_ - Incidents in Battle of Droop iiountein. 

Tr.e _<roop fountain battlefield Commission hss tried to 
nark the position of the different units and by actual survey 
and measurements, that the markers which they have planted 
and the maps which they have prepared, may be a sure guide to 
the public, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 
t;:e battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers 
stood in the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil. 

i..ilton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, carried 
;he last order cnat his chief gave. The order was to Col. 
Derrick, and read, "Fall back to pike, west of artillery." 

He delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he was 
captured, but made his escape. 

■ £ J°r Hester, who commanded the 46th Batallion was in 
• of -.he 26th Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were 
Hereupon Hester shouted -.o his men to stand firm for two 
• : ing they were whipped, but before the two minutes 

. ’be- loth eat Virginia coming up as Colonel iJoor says 
'• ort, "Just in the nick of time", turned the tide of 
,J • njor found it more convenient to run than 

o no Confederate lino was reinforced by 
:a? 1,0 or " *irginio Infuntry, and one company 

* ‘ ‘ * r • ir * "vuiry diamounted. They poured a ueadly 

f • r A 

' ° 1 - * hlr »« * «no« Into tl<« rernuo of tho 10th ..eat Vlr- 
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.. inla infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 
to be in an exposed position, and many of its members were be- 
inf shot down, and many wounded and some of its members began 
to fall back. Their Captain was in prison and the First 
lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company hud but one com¬ 
manding officer, Lieutenant henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the 
orderly sergeant was in advance of the company. ~t this point 
our chairman saw the condition of the company and went up to 
Baxter and requested him to get back and help line up the com¬ 
pany. To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and 
sicked two or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 
over and Baxter received a mortal wound. \Y. F. Morrison, 

*-• 3arnett and John A. 31agg we believe were the next to 


cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg was badly wounded 
an< ^ 3arnett had a le 3 shot off. Morrison escaped unharmed. 
Jb0T & e • Morrison, Silas Carr and Id. D. Shaver were the next 
of -ompany F to cross the rail fence. This occurred near the 
Close of the battle. llo braver man than J. 1 ). Baxter ever 


* 8?0used 6 cause or wnt to war. - few minutes 
or *.he 22nd v irginia was mortally wounded, 
ale »en to moke another stand. He was 
'•Ur-or daring and courage. 


later Major 
while trying 
an officer and 


•*o r.oet pothotlo ucenoa occurred at that battle; 

^ Ur tM beetle e equed of eoldlere m detailed to gather 

UP lhl ^ * OU, *«*. «« the number thus detailed 

•*» j. Short or uonpi , | i eat Virginia Infantry, 
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i »y were working in the night, and Short discovered a dead 
soldier, and took, hold of his body to remove him to the place 
■.’here they were bringing the dead and wounded soldiers. He felt 
a crooked finger on the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and 
feel of the man convinced Short that he was his brother, John. 

He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
that he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he y. 


found for a certainty that it was his brother. 

^fter the battle a young woman was observed going among 
-:.e neaa looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed- 
erate soldier. On being asked what she was looking for she 
said, "1 am looking for George" . she was the guest at the 
-one of colonel McNeill. she had recently married and was 
•-.-.a Wife of Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County. Oeorge 

h ° 4 8008 thrOUSh the battle unharmed and was far from the scene 
° f = ° orllot " hen his wife was looking among the dead. 

-Ml. every battle hes its tragedies, yet in most every 

: / ' ‘ Mre 18 — 8 ° Usln « ^mes Sisler was Cols 

IV 3 !,rl?a,iler ouartermaster, and had charge of the trains 

;r e - -——-.. - 

r»„„ " W “ r ° the I9treat oon- 

; 0 ;;; ; p Lo ooi °" ei — -— t - wh 6t 

an... 81 ,i0 ,0,!0n eeid. damned if , 

turn t ^ ' h * l ' ,0n or<l6rod teamsters to 

-Wi, and retreat on the L.w iaburg plk . 

10 ooufuaXon fa, .. , 8 P1K ®* !,e s *>id 

‘ th. Of Oo„ orol , oholB , orainanoe 
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wagon beoame frightened, and wbiUled around, breaking the tongue 
off the wagon. They then put some fence rails on the wagon to 
set it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war, 
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th -est Virginia 
Infantry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness 
of Colonel Harris in battle and under heavy l'ire. '*.11110 Colonel 
narris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge 
at Droop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con¬ 
federate lines passed througn tne long, red beard then worn by 
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. Ee stripped out the severed 
whiskers and as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant 
John '.Tarnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear; 

I'm afraid he’ll get shot." Then he continued to lead the 
charge on foot. 


rrior to the Battle of Droop Mountain there were no con- 
orebla Confederate forces anywhere in ’,7est Virginia except 
1 • r -« Greenbrier Valley, which was held by the Confederates rrom 
U ~ ' ' 1 l ° lts foot » a distance of about one hundred seventy 
* Ue8 ’ * nd Wliich Protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 

• ’ purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces, General 
11 M o 0 lrectod to march from Beverly, v.'eot Virginia, to 

Und 11 W “ 3 Whll ° ° n lh0 rnttroh he met the enemy 
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at Droop Mountain. The battle was there fought on the 6th day 
November, 1863, between the forces commended by General 
;verell, and the Confederate forces by General John Echols 
and Colones William L. Jackson. 

At a distance, it would look like common consent that 
the forces were to be assembled for a final test of strength. 
General Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly 
on ^’ov. 1st, to find -the enemy and give battle wherever he 
night be found. General KM. L. Jackson, commanding a brigade 
end several other units, battalions and companies, was joined 
by General Echols on the morning of the 6th, by a splendid 
brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the 
Confederates in force at Mill Point on the morning of the 
5th, and drove them to the foot of Droop Mountain, and there 
carped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General 
averell threw out a strong skirmish line that cleared his 
'font to the foot of the mountain. About 9 A. M. the 10th 
• I aft., EQth Ohio Inft., and one company of the 14th 
and two pieces of Ewing's Battery were sent ar- 
r -‘d on a beck rood six and one-half miles where they formed, 
tT> * atr uok the enemy In force. Here is where the principal 
' A port or the butllo was fought, and in passing 

' ono t> mi pi ol of oloored land, not comprising more than 
0 tocr «. thirteen were killed end forty-ueven wore wounded. 

• tho»« wounded diod lotor, s*o If tnia battlefield jjover- 
ll -C .rarly two thoubnnd acroa of land and fought on by seven 
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tbousand determined soldiers, what would the casualty list have 
been, if ttie had been cleared, Averell then formed the 

2 nd, 3rd, and 8th ..est ^a. bunted Infantry, with a portion of 
the 14th Pa# Cavalry in line of battle, who succeeded in driv¬ 
ing the Confederate forces, composed of the 22nd v irginia Inft. 
and 19th Va. Cav. and other units up the mountain, near the 
sunait. '..hile further on the left of the Confederate line we 
find a portion of Colonel ^verell’s regiment, 20th Va. Colonel 

__ commanding, Kessler’s Battalion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; 

four companies derrick’s battalion, a portion of the 22nd Va. 
Ir.fantry. Some of these units have been twice named because 
the fighting became more severe on the Confederate left, they 
weakened their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen 
their left. 

The forces engaged in the battle were composed of twelve 
-v.feierete units regiments, battalions and independent companies. 
■ :.lle the Union forces were composed of nine units, reg- 
*- 1 battalions, there was but a slight difference in the 

“■'^ oo jo in • the two armies, the 10th West Vi rg i n i a infantry 
« 2 ': d ,:.io that comprise, the flanking party and did the 
.<*1 fl '.Ml .g was reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
r a .try, onfedorato, was reported officially at 5o0 
A t o hbrd Virginia huttulion 350 strong. 

*t.al 1 with lfcO dismounted cavalry, Captain Herring's 
end ajar I.color’u battalion and other units 
elegant Jlgntlne foroe. Thoao units v.ore con- 
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centra ted on the Confederate u „. .. 

lext and 1 ought the 10 th and 28 th. 

Co it v? as a buttle royal bv , 

y seasoned troops pf approximately 

ec;ual numbers. 


hat turned the tid<=» n-p K- + + -. 

a of battle was the neglect of the 

Confederate General to fortify his posltlon and pro , eot his 

flank. .iVerell, an officer of superior ability, took advan¬ 
tage of the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 
his infantry and gave them sudh a slight margin for their es- 
cape which caused much confusion. 


.11 chat saved the Confederates from being cut off was 
the lake that protected their left flank. If Generals Jackson 
- chols had fortified the back road over which the flanking 
tt2lts r * erched > and protected their lines by fallinf timber and 
temporary breast works on'the mountain side, which they had 
aoundent time to do, their position would have been inpregnable. 


ere ^ei-^ht of a mountain is of but slight advantage to thoc 

* eft din * lx > if they are not protected by breast works. ’ hen 

'' i0lh ,es t Va. Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on 

'* Ufl ° f the Confederate line, the Confederate commander see- 
• ••...,!, porll 0D( J donf , e r of belng out offj orderea a retreat> 

road. Being blocked by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains 

■”' 3 nuab «»«u»ion. The Union victory „„ not the 

Uck or number® on the Confederate aide, no , *.», 
of » nor to the gallantry 

or tidier®, but a lack on tha part or 

1 their commanders to 

i*ahead i!.« situation ond t®Ko advent®*** 

“to oi their position. 


i .--50 


i.elle i- “‘CLaiifthl In 
Lariinton, W. Va , 


jur e 1'; , 

I 
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Partial reports made by the leading officers who par- 
ticipai-ed in the Battle of .Jroop ■‘“Ountain. 

General --.ve roll's heport: 

Cn the first day of November, I left Beverly with my 
command consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. 

No or; 10th ..est Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. Harris; 

2nd '.vest Virginia Mounted-Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 
era -est Virginia i.iounted Infantry, Col. J. H. Oley; l 4 th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. J. N. Gchoonnaker; Gibson's Bat- 

tali ° n and 3atterles B & G, First Vi est Virginia right Artillery, 
Capt » J. v. Keeper and C. T. Ewing. 

On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy’s 

position. The infantry and one oorps of cavalry „ as sent to 

the rlSbt t0 asoenii a ran S e ° f hills, with orders to attach the 

eae “ y ' S l6ft 8nd rear ' the attaok «»» infantry, l,i 7s strong 
Tfas inducted skillfully by Col. Moor. 

! ’ he 2n4 » 3rd » and 8th > dismounted, were moved in line 
owiquolj, to the right, until their right was joined to Poor’s 

Col. Moor ,-ays when he arrived in front of the enemy's 
P°8i‘ton, at 1:48 P. M. he formed a line and ordered cm. Sarrl3 

”° V ' JJ> ln i ck » "ho arrived in the nich of time. 

1.1 out. col. Coott’s Heport. 

Uout. Col. Alox. Uoott, 2nd West V lrglnla Mounted In _ 

.'i ] *' “ y ‘ thBt “ b ° Ut 13 ° ,olook ’ huvin « moved to the front, 

' - orderod to dismount my commund and fight on foot, and 
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wa s ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. 

At this time we found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cav¬ 
alry in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd 
and 8th »est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 
breast works" . 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that number, 
there were nine killed,'fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 
seven severly and five.slightly. 

Keport of Colonel John Oley 

Zighth ..est Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 
place wit., column on the morning of the 6th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of -'roop Mountain of Skirmishers, 
and pickets. ^bout IP. M. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 
Mounted Infantry would take a position on my right, and was or¬ 
dered to assault the enemy's works in conjunction with them. 

Col. J ernes H. Schoonmaker' s fteport 

Sol. *6dos N. Schoonmaker, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
;-*»•/« th. t "On the morning of the 6th, I was ordered with my 
■ ' t and Keeper's Battery, to move to the extreme right of 

energy, who hod again taken a position on the almost nat- 
• r <:ily roitlfled •umiolt of *>roop Mountain, and keep up a fire 
' r rorooo that their attention mi, ht be drawn from Col. 
Ucor * ,ri0 *“• 10 “ttaok on tholr left. Knowing of the 

»at«»4ei of Ool « loor > 1 immediately got ray regiment re- 

r *‘ nd * llh two 8 ®otlono or artillery on the double 
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quick fron the extreme right to the center." 

Report of Major Thos Gibson, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

" $>n the 1st day of November, I moved with the 3rigade 
and continued with it until the 5th day of November, on which day 
I marched to Uackleytown, by way of Marlin' s Bottom, with the 

train". 

ine 10th -est Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and 
twenty- seven wounded. 

The 26th Ohio Infantry lost five killed and twenty-one 

wounded. 

CONFEDERATE REPORTS. 

Brig. General John Echols. 

Cen. Echols says that he pieced his lorces at the crest 
of the mountain. The batteries of Chapman and Jackson under 
co'-wand of Major Vi. McLaughlin, were placed near where Col. 
Jaekson bud plaoed two pieces of his battery under the com- 
rj * nd of Capt. Lurty. 

Col. G. 3. Patton was pieced in oomaand of the First 
' ■*«, viz: tha 22 nd Virginia Infantry, UaJ. h. *. Bailey; 

•= •• • Virginia Battalion, Major Vta. Blessing commanding; 

* «.t tha right of tha turnpike roud nour the summit, and 
'-U./'i ::::nd Haglnant in the roar of the Battery. 

- voionoi ThompeoB'a l«th Virginia Cavalry was moved 

'1th one hundred and aovonty-ri 


vo non and was 
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shortly reiniorced by six companies of the 23rd Battalion, 
Later, Colonel Patton was ordered to detach these companies 
of the 22 nd Virginia Infantry under Captain John K. Thompson. 
Colonel George 3. Patton commanded ISchol*s Brigade. The 
~ 2nt * *i r Si n i a v.ent into action with five hundred and fifty 
strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in killed, wounded 
and missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three hundred 
and fifty strong, lost- sixty-one in killed, wounded and 
missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, 
one hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, 
thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 p. u. 

Beport of Maj. Vta. Blessing, 23rd Virginia battalion 
Vfnen the fighting became very severe I weS ordered to 
rarCh * ith six companies: to the support of o ep tain Marshall 
*»o, -1th one hundred end twenty-five dismounted cavalry, was 
a ' ln - forced back on the left. 

*e were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. 

- *ere then relnroroed by three companies or the 32nd Vir- 

*’ nU * nf6n try, end one dismounted company of rhe l 4 t V ir- 
Ini# -avoiry. 


Report or Colonel Thompson 

, ■“ 0aV ’ 0n - 1Uth VlrSlnl “ says that he 

" ° 0, “ lry or o.,t.in ., rstalli 
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BATTLE OP DROOP MOUNTAIN 
November 6, 1863 

/ 

By Capt. E. R. Bowery 
EVENTS AND DATES PRECEDING BATTLE 


Nov. 1, 1863—Gen. W. W. Averell left Beverly, West Virginia 
Nov. 3> 1863—Gen. A. N. Duffie left Charleston, V/est Virginia 
Nov. 5 1 1863—Gen. John Echols occupied Droop Mountain 


Number of troops engaged (Union)-4700 

Humber of troops (Confederate)-3950 

Number Killed ’(Union)-130 

Number killed (Confederate)-400 


Troops from Ytest Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Pennsyl¬ 
vania took part in the battle. 


The Battle of Droop Mountain was fought November 6th, 

-"63 between Union Porces, commanded by Brig. Gen. William V/. 

Averell, u. S. Army, and confederates troops under the command 
cf Brig. Gen. John Echols, C. S. Army. 

Cne of the reasons for the meeting of these two forces in 

71rCirlia Bt this time v,as -' »e western part of Virginia was 
Inhabited by people who were in favor of the Union, so June 20 th 

^ StSte ° f Vir£inla divided into Virginia and ’ 

*«*t Virginia. 

Confederate troope then were sent into the newly foraod 

"*]* " “ t0 h4ra ” Uni ° n vicinity, also to 

Z 0f th " P ° OPlB " h ° haa left «» -Oto state of 

.T” 1 Tro ° 1 ’" ™ re vory 3,, °°™-*** 

V,Uty " ith at leiTisburg. The road 

W ’ l,bUr * ^ to the V lrclnla border „„ th . 

»t>U rvM to ... 3 th0 avail. 

U*** uT “* had «““*« Who 

- 22°2' y ° 7 lkln3 ■*- «« 

1B * “ >4 <W —• tore.. haJ to b . ^ 





out so that the line could be maintained. The Southern troops 
were living off of the country and the people were insist-Oig 
that aid he sent to them. 

On October 26th, Gen Benjamin 2'elly, 1*. s - Army oraered 
General Averell, who at that time was stationed at Beverly, ^est 
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to join forces . 
v/ith General Duffle who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 
for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 
move to Union, W. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over New River. 

General Averell moved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and small detachments of confed¬ 
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 
Vfest Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop Mountain and 33 miles from 
Lev/isburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffie 
would not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn’t attack 
until the morning of November 6th, 1863. 

The plan of attack by the Union troops was as follows: 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 
the appearance of starting towards the Southern lines. 

^Keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards Will, 
and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
Drcop Mountain about 8:00 A. LI. Eivon’s batteny was placed to the 
left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson’s bat¬ 
talion and the famous 10th W. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 
on the pike at Hillsboro. 


r 


The 2nd, 3rd, and 6th West Virginia Counted Infantry Heg- 
irr.ents were on the right of the turnpike out of sight about "two 
railes from the base of Droop Mountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry 
v.ith one company of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry (about 1200 
r.en in all) were sent on a long detour to the right via Lobelia 
to cone over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the left 
flank, ^his movement started about 5:00 A. M. and due to condi¬ 
tions of the roads, did not complete the march until 1:45 P*H. 

The position of the Southerners was as follows: On the 
river road, Edgar’s Battalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 
the Union troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; 19th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks 
Pattalion of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; Major Blessing with 
5 companies of the 23rd Battalion was placed on the Lobelia-Jacox 
read covering the left flank. The right flank was protected by 
a steep mountain. 

About 1:45 P. M. November 6th, 1863, the flanicing party that 
- been sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines and imme- 
-lately attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately 
:-V:rt/sd a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They joined 
■ with the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 
' • -r i .Vjwinburg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 
’ ••re in confusion—Ol valry and Infantry all mixed up together. 

Colonel Thompson was in command of the rear guard of the 
C. nred-rate and it was through his strong defense that the South¬ 
ern. troop* «nro ablo to withdraw without much loss of life or 
••v.i!*.««%. Ancti . r thing that might have influenced the retreat 
* e T-’iat General Averell did not wi oh to push the Confederates 



.fnst, as he wanted Gen. Luffie to reach Lewisburg first and 
r ; t then off. The Confederates retreated on through the night 
and passed through Lewisburg oust as General Luffie entered the 
town from the west. General Luffie captured a few stragglers and 


sone equipment. 

This battle was the deciding point in Y/est Virginia. After 
this the entire state was in the hands of the northern armies. 


One very interesting part of General Echol's report is 
quoted: "Ky artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
the exception of one .brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery, 
i; ,ioh broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
ief t this offering the enemy the only trophy of ^ioh they can 


boast.” 

rnis cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp 
on ^oon Mountain, but has never been found. Per those who visit 

;. e ^; op * 4 ^ a iarse nap has 1)6611 araTO show - 

the troou the day of the battle, also the 

ins the positron - 

. caiut) Price, a larger ana more distinct map 

present location 02 ^ _ 

. . . p shovm here. This larger map shows location of 
than could De 

monument.# rarhers and other items of interest. 

ccc invites all to visit the Battle Field and 

Go. 

. n .. rin p -to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks, 
will enioy showing x 

„ lB ,l«*»t. and other interesting things. 
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BEVERLY UNDER ARTILLERY PIKE). 

By Thomas J. Arnold, Elkins, Ya. 



An e:rpcdition that proved disastrous to the Confeder¬ 
ates, end lilrevd.se for some who were not, was that connected 
with the occupation of Beverly, 7a., now West Virginia, during 
the 'Car between the States. 

At the time of the Imboclen raid through ’.V'estem Virginia 
(April, 1865), Gen. Gillian L. Jackson, who accompanied Imboden, 
casually remarked while in Beverly that he was coming back there 


to spend the 4th of July. Of course, no one took the remark se¬ 
riously. Although it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 
the "ederal commander as others, it passed unheeded. Sure enough, 
or. the third day of Jvxly, a Confederate force unexpectedly appeared 
south of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the command of C-en. 

■ Lilian'L. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under ITaj. J. B. 

on the road leading northward, west of the river to its in¬ 
i'-.-sect: or. with the road leading to Bucldiannon, in order to cut 
'- retreat in that direction. H e having previously dispatched 
- ' r ctr.oh.".ont under the command of Col. A. C. Bunn, by a 
rjt ~ road, eastward of the main road, with orders to occupy the 
n C to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off 
' ln 1 lr °otion. Ho planted his artillery on the slope 
■* - in » ll>out 0110 “"d one-half miles southwest of Beverly, 

* rire &n V 70 Wrnlo, "ho wore hurriedly gathered within 

’ lr "o-'tiric* * cm. Tho Confederate puis wore of small oaliber, 

■nd. probably due to inferior •Btamitioa, moot of the ohells fell 

'. lw-ndUyr in e-erly. 


Col. Thomas IJ. Harris, of the 10th Virginia (federal) 
le.'lnent, and who at a later period attained unenviable notoriety, 
as a r.enber of the military court that tried and convicted lirs. 
Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, was in command of the Fed- 
errls. Guards v/ere stationed on all the roads leading from Beverly; 
and no one—man, woman, or child—was permitted to pass these 
guards; hence all civilians were confined to the limits of the 
town and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate 
artillery. Although this firing continued fcr a considerable part 
ci two days, no citizens were injured, and but few houses were struck 
by shells. 


It has always been the understanding, which is probably cor 
root, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly from 
~" e north and °P en attack, had in the course of their march 


found a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment became so intoz- 
-cated, that they lost sight of and interest in the undertaking! 
Jackson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the offi - 
cer in command of this detachment to make the attack, as pre - 
arranged, the second day he vac still ejecting it every noment, but 
■ solved no intelligence. Along toward noon there appeared, ad- 

'“ 01BG ^ th ° VKlley ' V,est ° f «“ river, an army of Bount « ceh, 
»:>loyed to sweep everythin before then. It was Averill's full” 

^ <tf 2,a#rBl •"****• Xt «*» • * biddable force. Shere 
^ on. thine loft for Jackson to do- ;e t out as rapidly as 
possible „ b. overfed. Shi, he proceeded to do, and accot,- 

***** " lth * UOh !>. ..oared with but slight loss. 

0.n. -'miss, 1 . Jooltnon, whll. on the bench prior to the 

**' ^ *** “ * OOW overly, know asny of the 
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citirens, and was familiar with the country in the vicinity. 
Immediately following'the fight, and while Averill v.as still in 
our suit of Jackson, Colonel Harris dispatched guards through the 


country north of Beverly, who arrested quite a large number of 
citizens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding men—good citizens, 


They were marched into Beverly and formed in line near the old 
courthouse. Colonel Harris then walked along the front of the line 
and put tms question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
nan?" 'Then the answer was directly in the affirmative, the man was 
passed. ..hen the answer was, "My sentiments are with the South," 
or its eouivelant, Harris ordered the person giving such answer to 
take two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the 
question, stated that they were "Constitutional Union men"; o J ' 
tr.ese latter were Lennox Camden, a brother of Judge G. p. Camden, 

Ch3rleS T/ * Hussell > the latter, a late leading merchant and 
••ell known -throughout the county, and who was a Union man. This 
answer evidently, in the opinion of Harris, did not constitute 
sufficient loyalty, for in each instance where this answer was 
riven, such person .van ordered to take the taro steps to the front 
Shen ram. had finished his questioning, there were thirteen in t*-e 
-line. The number in this instanoe in the course o' time " 
proved to be a frightful exemplification of all that has ever beer 

" ! ' UU ' 5 t0 “ ln *• my ° f boi "« •» of disaster by those 
■■ven to superstition. The thirteen „ero i-ediately sent -under ' 

-rd to th. Ted.roi prison at Tort Bela,,-are. The names or those I 

Z. 0W *' n ‘ 0hnrl " ’ 7 - —* caplinrer 

* Z, eVlta ” r * Jr - ® ,m '"»«*. vohn Crouch, 

mmr *-* — — h , *** Clen ; Jo!m 
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leery, 


and Allen Isner. 
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The public at the tine attributed these arrests to Harris’s 
intense hatred of Southern sympathizers and his chagrin and anrer at 
Jackson 1 s having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly without 
his knowledge, and especially as Jackson had made announcement of 
his intended coming several months in advance; all cf which Harris 
realised constituted a severe reflection up°h the commander of the 
pest in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and which, but for the miscarraiage of Jackson's 
orders to Colonel Lunn, v;ould have resulted in the probable capture 
cf himself and his entire command; and also, the further fact that 
Jackson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 
material loss, all of which was intensified by the rebuke and crit¬ 
icism administered by C-eneral Averill, his superior officer. Averill 
einr a 7.'est Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
army officers like Harris. 

: ere is little doubt that Harris was smarting under Averill's 
crideisms, and especially as Averill attributed his own failure 
*-a lefoat, if not to capture, Jackson's command to Harris's fail- 
re to no dry hln (Averill) in time. Averill, in his official 

ca n: "Had Colonel karris furnished me with timely v.-am- 

• r • roach of the enemy, I should have killed, captured, 

>- '•! . entire command. As it was, he received but a 

.t lOODOll," 

• V, cu «•’/<• rn 1 oooanlona, most strenuous offoi-ts were 

.. -I'-a <> t those men from Port Delaware, where 

•n l «• Phoop. ?ho public generally knew thev iw-e 




v„ry of 
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nr.ocent of any charge; a number of them v:ere influential non; 
but all efforts were without avail until virtually half of then 
had died in prison. When finally the survivors, seven in number, 
were released, one of then, Lennox Camden, died before reaching 
kcr.e. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching hone. 
S-.ith Crouch and John Crouch died very scon afterwards. The three 
survivors, Charles W. Russell, Thomas 3. Caplinger, and George 
Caplinger, were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 
cf their incarceration and treatment to the day of their demise. 

Harris had, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac- 
Ticed in --itchie County (now '.Vest Virginia) and later, located in 
"Icr.ville in the same State. After he became identified with the 
r._cr. cause, he became intensely partisan. In those days intense 
;'-rtl3ar.ship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Harris 
risen to the rani: of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Federal) 

;•'•••ir.c-nt, as stated. This regiment contained many good men, and 
--y who letested ".arris. Kis ’unpopularity was such that while 
' i.vr.cd at ' everly, he was shot at one night by some cf his reg- 
or.c illet passinc through his whiskers. Of this I was 
■■■'. :>■/ one of his commissioned officers. Elevated to the rank 
• -l, 'arris oeened to have become obsessed with an exalted 
.ror.lnonco that such an appointment carried with it 
• rationed at evorly , a long time. Having the power of a 
' tc ' W ' ™ dreaded, eopooinlly a3 he seemed ever ready to 
a wl lilac o, U rvnd disreputable who approached 

^ Vi ftbout th * lr Michbo ro. and which resulted generally 

orrevt and inprlsonn. those so roported. it would be 
.. :.r r.o to recall to SUM*,, and x presume it is equally 
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JULY 31, 1936 


Confederate troops. Tho 
forces of Gen. Avcrcl 
were able to push back 
all resistance and on No¬ 
vember 5th,rone od the 
town of Hillsboro,';/. Va., 
about 3 miles from Droqp 
fountain and 33 nilos 
from Lewisburg.Tho Union 
forces were advisod that 
Gcnoral Duffic would not 
reach Lowisburg until 
November 7th so didn't 
attack until tho morning 
of November dth,1863. 

The plan of attack by 
the Union troops was as 
follows; 14th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry wore placed near 
tho Locust Cre-k bridge 
in sight of the Confede¬ 
rate lines, end kept 
moving around giving the 
appearance of starting 
towards tho Southerner 
lines. 

Keepers battery was 
placed on the hill abovo 
Boards Mill,and immedia¬ 
tely oponod fire on tho 
Confodorato batterios on 
top of Droop ?£ountain 
about 8:00 A. given 's 
battery was placed-to the 
left of the turn pike 
between Hillsboro and 
Droop. Gibson's batalliai 
ana the famous 10th W.Va 
I. if ant ry was held in re¬ 
adiness on the pike at 
Hillsboro. 

Tho 2nd, 3rd, and8th 
West Virginia J'ountod 
Infantry Regiments were 
on the right of tho turn 
pike out of sight about 
two rules from tho base 
of Di*. op Mountain. 

Tho 28th Ohio Infantry 
wi th one company of the 
1- fch !Vru:;;y 1 v mi nCavnlrv 
(about 1200 ..u n in all) 
were sent i*»a. lviig det¬ 
our to tho right via 
L- belie to coma «'vr the 


The battle of Droop 
1sustain -.vac fought Nov- 
cobc- 6th, 18c3 between 
Osion Ferros, eommnndod 
by Brig. Gen. ‘William W. 
. : v;r:11, u.S. Ar.ny, and 
Ccr.f;d:r-.co troops under 
or.; cciv.-nd of Brig. Gen. 
John Sends, C.S. fjery. 

Oz.z of the reasons for 
t.e. Eccciag of these two 
•srcoe ir. -Test Viraini • 
Is time was; Tho 
r ‘ cf Virginia 

inn oi-.d by people 
*t ;j or. ir. favor r.f tho 
FjJ 07 ** so Juno 29th, 1363 
^ ' -■! st to of Virginia 

PBaao divided into Vlrg- 
Vi.-, iitia. 


in the vicinity cf Slkins 
and near Charleston sepa¬ 
rated. ,‘lso winter vras 
coming and the Confeder¬ 
ate. forces had to V>o 
dravm out so that the 
lino could be maintained. 
The Southern troops were 
living off cf tho country 
and tli. poo le were insi¬ 
sting that aid be sent to 
them. 

Oil October 24th, Gen. 
Benjamins Kelly, U.S.Anny 
order.d General Avorell 
vrho at that time was 

stationed at Beverly,‘Vest 
Virginia, to move* to 
Lovisturg and capture or 
drive avr.y any Confod.- 
:■ .t, forces stationed in 
t: t vicinity. Als< to 
.r^in forces with General 
D 1‘fio who 1 .ft Charles¬ 
ton Hovombor 3rd, 1863 
a". 6:00 Ji.H. for Lc\/is- 
burg. Aftor a junction of 
thr, two forces, they \v re 
t. move to Union Yf.Va. md 
thonoo to Virginia and 
T nncsooc n.R., Dublin 
!U - tion ncl dustr< y tho 
railroad brldfR ever Now 


11 mev- c 
of Noy> in- 









CMfl'Ol! BALL 


2,3,*** 
,u//A M»<Wr*o 

r r * y 

K<1«« '9 k* 
o*r ? 2 , 

v,l 4 **■*- 


'‘sf'ce PmotPicc 
(TfiMC. HCSPl’ *wl 


map of bat m r- 1[• to 

b:r (vch, 1£63, tho flank¬ 
ing party that hr.a boon 
scut vie. Lobelia reached 
tho Confederate lines end 
imraodi roly attadked. 

Tho Jd.ta, 3rd, ond8th 
Iiogiinoi.tE . immodiatoly 
startod a direct at tact 
up tho fr.ee of Droop Mou¬ 
ntain. They foinod force 
with tho flanking party, 
and drovo tho Confederate 
back toward Lovdsburg. | 
Duo to tho road being 
narrow tho• Confederates 
'•loro In onnfuni ©n-caval i-y 
and Infantry all rvixod 
up toscthor. 

Colonel Tho rip non wan 
In ootwmd of tho roar 
gu rd of tho Confederate 
r»*l 1 1 was t hrough hi a 
strong doTenno that tho 

i’i uthorii troops wore able 
to wltMrtw without much 
loss of llfo or equlpm iU, 


hie n 

. 

on the left 
evomont sta- 
CO A .b. r nd 

.-Jl L 

ione cf t.hn 

id n 
h -mt 

ot complete 
.1 1:45 P.K. 
on ol „hc 


t; c a* fol- 
rivor road, 

L1 on • on t.hn 

i thu 

't th 

» mountain 
’a Ion troops 


>4 loft, 22nd 


•W unddr 


f-) li'.h VI it- 


Another . thing that 
"night have influoncod tho 
retro at was that Gen. Av- 
oroll did not wieh to 
push tho Confederates too 
fast, as ho wanted Gen* 
Duffio to roach Lowisburg 
first and cut then off* 

The Confederates rot- 
roated on thru tho night 
and passed thru Lewisburg 
just as Gcnoral Efcffio, 
cntcrod the town from 
the west. Gonoral lluffio 
. captured a few stragglors 
and some equipment* 

Tho battlo wa‘s tho 
deciding, point in West 
Virginia. Aftor this tho 
ontiro stato was in the 
hands of tho Northern 
armies! 

One very interesting 
part of General Echol’s 
report is quotod:"My art¬ 
illery and trains' were 
brought safely through 
with the exception* cf one 
brass Hovdtzor belonging 
ot Chapman* s battery, 
which ’ broke completely 
down during tho retreat 
so that it had to bo loft 
this offering the ‘onomy 
the only trophy of which 
they can boast. 11 

This cannon is suppos¬ 
ed to have boon buriod in 
tho swamp on Droop Moun¬ 
tain, but has r.ovor been 
gound. For these tma 
• visit tho Droop Mountain 
Battle Field, a largo map 
has been drawn showing 
the position of tho troop 
tho day of tho battlo, 
also tho present location 
of Carp Price, a larger 
and moro distinct sap, 
than could bo shown hero# 
This larger maps shows 
location of momuaoivts, 
markers and other items of 
intorost* 

Co. 2598, CCC, invitos 
all to visit tho Battlo 
Field iuu! will on joy show 
ing to visitors tho old 
battlo tronchos, breast¬ 
works, gun implements, and 
other interesting things. 
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DROOF MOUNTAIN BATTLEFIELD 


One of the hard fought battles of the Civil Tar 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
6th, IS 63 , i r - which Test Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
and Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County and the far off pe; ks 
c: the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in Test Virginia. 

Sach Army fought for what it believed to be right 
"d nearly all of the men who were actors in thet bloody 
--^6 *ere Test Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
■ e - r.inosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns.. 

'..e scene spread out before us was one of indescribable 
-)' enchantment. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
-i- inf., the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
* of the rugged mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
'•:red uch r.cenic beauty or such a location for a 

Park. 

; • to t 1 - battle there were no considerable Con- 
•'■■-i ■ \b f-.-er nr ywhere In Went Virginia except in Greenbrier 
r.n «li ty t ie Gonfederatee from its head to 
*• fvot. P-.r t r r.O'e ol dislodging taese Confederate 


forces. General Averill was directed to inarch from Beverly, 

•• eP t Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, and xxsjt 
ii was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
fountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill and the Confederate forces by 
General John Echols and Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
fountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, the County 
seat, seven miles from Mill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
iwer.ty-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop Mountain 
-ere composed of tv/elve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
-ni independent companies while the Union forces were composed 
:: r.ir.e Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
light difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

The 10th Zest Virginia Infantry and the 23rd Ohio that com- 
i ec the flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
ffioially reported as 1175 while the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
:• <r te F reported officially at 550 soldiers strong 
•...«■ 2. rd Virginia Battalion 350 strong. Capt. Marshall 
iiitwounted cavalry, Capt Derringes Battalion 500 
or Ke lcr battalion and other units composed a fine 
fl&htlng foroe. 

Anc v.nr phase of thr* history of Droop Mountain is 
f • ecial interest. r ,0 reason from analogy and from pre- 
: : c ev r t f 1 Droop Mountain hat' been a battle- 

e prenittorlo race or by the enrl y Indian tribes 


Of 6 



ot America. Many wonddrful atcries axe handed down thxough 
journals and family records of the Shawneee who were the most 
remarkable of ell the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In l6g 2 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations and existed in various branches. We find excavations 
at the foot of Droop fountain where thousands of tons of 


rough flints have been removed. 

At one time this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. h any legends are 


*' Dlc cy ?eo -- le * ho - lived on Droop Mountain and handed dovrn 
:cr younger generations. 


A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 
rcrse was killed while riding fast around a large tree. The 
frir.tened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 
-e:ore it was stopped. It was said by people of that battle 
- y could hear the rapid running of that frightened horse 
t tree. • A most pathetic scene occurred at that 
:te; the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 
the dead and wounded. Among the number thus 
.-eel A.virev J. Short of Company F. Tfest Virginia In- 
T ey -ore working in the night and Short discovered 
ier »nd took hold of his body to remove him to the 
•• *./.••/ - : bringing the dead and wounded together. He 
’ r - <-*■' *<©(’. f::.t;er on the dead soldiers hand and the sixe 

or •. r • nr» convinced ' >ort that It was hie brother 

» oh 

called far acme or»o to bring a light, oaying that he 

w -“Und tie brother, 



when thej'got the light he found for a certainty that 
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. r .« to guide them, would be hanged. But lee must have learned that he had been 
fBult for ordering them to penetrate the Cheat thicket In the night Tor nobody was 
uf -.:ted. (I have not been able t0 learn who the guide was). This material was taken 
I. Va. Blue Book 1928 - from articles by Andrew Price. 

then the spruce timber wes cut from Cheat Mountain many years after the war, muaket 
hsversacks, and other erticles were found where the army had cast them aside in their 
escape from the jungle. 

Ir. 1927 when-the new highway over Middle and Valley Mountains (Seneca Trail) was 
• — * ( < 

-elr.s greced es Route 24, a greet army dump pile was uncovered and all sorts of war 

Pr.phies ranging from muskets to parts of cannons were found. These were left by Lee’s 

first conaand in the Civil War. , 

Places in Pocahontas that were Lee’s headquarters in 1861: 


1. Talley and Middle Mountains 

2. Meadow Bluff on Sept. 24. 

2. ?all House at “‘arlins Bottom 
4. Sewell Mountain on Oct. 20 


^ 1 “- th * year 1861 al * °f Lee’s activities were confined to W. Va. At Richard 

kS; »l'» farm 


near Kill Point, Mrs. McNeel, a Confederate sympathizer; prepared a fine 
• I^e refused tc eat it for fear of poison. 

B-.rse 


fe *° “ * "• 10 th » °-'" nbrle r Valley, In 1861, he came across the best horse he 
in. dlldlng, Traveler. Pealed In the Little Levels or Pocahontas 

, „ ' ^ “ “* UT * U ° f <=“■ No bettar horea aver set foot to th. 

7‘- h ** ‘'oaua.d It. thousands Uk. u„to the l»r faced Traveler 

*- r.*»»). 
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...10th West Virginia Infantry 

Ar arew ..ariess __„ ti » " 

•>lson .nnless- „ n n » 

^rrcnius Buzzard-'• " " 

}z!GT >h oore-- „ ti n n 

; avif Doore- n « " 

fj3* - sw cdkinsor— j.., , tqct 

.—.„ »•« 186 i 

:-eor e ..ajner ^ „ „ „ it 

‘_ r ~T P '•‘"•flc" _ Died Buchannon 

-avid r-es - „ „ u » 

Jar.es Johnson- 

John C. Gurry- 

Jhor.as Akers 

1 *lliam Cutlin 

Jeremiah Sharp pied in service 
Andrew Eellison 

Janes Kee Died atvincnester Virginia 

•illiam Duncan 
• '.Iton Share 
Brown Arbogast 

~err,e Arbocast Died In service 

John wanless 

Charles Arbocast Died in service 

• i lliam Kennison /N 

7. Clark Grines * 

Abran Sharp 
?eter Beverage 

.‘lillam Duffle Id - Died during.... war > / _ 

:iark Eellisbn - Served under Sheridan, was also detached service 
-i on the . we stem plains after the war. He received 

his discharge just in time to escape the Custer 
massacre 

illiar Cayf- - Escaped from the army below Richmond with 6 others 

made his way home to Stony Creel 
'.l*r Jives "oore - Died at ..'heeling duriix the war 
'-111am Hudson V.’ent to ho. 
vii Hudson- After the war 

Sharp - Snot through hips, ^ied at Duncan's Lane 
••— rp - Wounded near William' Gibsons on Elk. Died 
' ' ' -harp - Shot by a scouti. g party near his home, 
illisa Rogers 

■r - 6th Zest "irginian killed at Bulltown in Braxton Co. 

Ml ' r'.r ra 

- 6th '.Vest Virginia Infantry 
*lts Arbocast " "- " M 

’•’leu f Id e man " ” " " 
















3 °° Teier. from History of ?oea W. T. 
ii " " List in Poca. 'limes 

n. »• By Peter KcCarty 

n « A'Scout in Youngs Co. 
w ii v? e st Virginia Blue -ook 

- -nci already sent in 
Ci^r-d Y «st Virginia Cavalry 
C^ain Young's Co. of Scouts 
Captain Allen’s Co. of ^c 9 u.s 

- toe sons of Thomas Jrinnon were 
of Croon mountain but I n^ve 


and took part in 
e to get their 



harp 

• cCarty 


lay 

hannah 

ul^en Bucher 
~r~e I'oore 

John "yler 
- C « 0 c uunc.an 
Vshinrton Moore 
n ecr .-e nellison 
John ^il ve 


Hegis te rj-o ore 
Francis Byrd 
James Pyles 




» 



Taken from History of Poca V,’. T. 
« " List in Poca.‘Times 

n By Peter McCarty 
n A’Scout in Youngs Co. 


w ’’ West Virginia Blue Book 
I had already sent in 
Ci 3rd West Virginia Cavalry 
Captain Young’s Co. of Scouts 
Csptain Alien’ s Co. of Scputs 


Price 


- 1928 


Two of trie sons of Thomas Brinnon v;ere Cavalrymen, and took 
the battle of Droop Mountain but I have not been able to get 
name. 





part i] 
their 
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COMPLETE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

Vivid Description of Droop 
Mountain Battle Reprinted 

From Pen of Andrew Price 

''— ■ — — -- — 

Historic Battlefield from ^"iobur* 

i Is Converted Into J™ rd th »‘ d*y that*the y *womd g£ 

State Park 

--- ,hcn all that 

was done wag to trv to m nt-AitM 
On h bleak day last November, * ho Confederates and cut them off 
State and National officials to- R10un ‘«ln. but Jackson 

Kctber with a large group of State to«** «*">» 


.. .omciais to- h . nf out dacksor 

[ cll'^'Ta h tb a er'“d KC a fThe l ° ^ cupled *»“AvSwnJf. 

• Mountain battlefield in Pocahontas S,ay * Wllh Conf “*eratei 
I County—72 years after Union Aver ®" "lade, hi* headquahe-s 
forcer routed the r-mi.j..... ... came alontr *h».. ‘ ers 


‘ m 10 Pocahontas . „ - 

Countj ,2 years after Union Avero11 made hi* headquahe-s 
i^- eB f r ^ i:tC fK the e Con,cdcri “ e cav- cam P along the-dilll on the west? 
th^sife' 3 e rield -'o dedicate “ ra cd £« of the Levels about Where 
park* * ° f * hat COnf " Cl “ » SUte gmjt *!£?** « Con* , 


thi* cif e .1 " c,a —«> dedicate ol ™o Levels about Where 

park* 1 * ° f * hat COn, " ct “ s “ State «*"■ M. J. McNeal; of the Con 






the —V piungea through 

£S"pSS« : H S 3 ?®aS 5 fe 

of the rThc r Jd “° uth h “« ’o 


T .r‘ oacaground—brings to oeslrLi \ ,n nnd w ' who 


‘■■JXl» MPalSn ln 1853 - ln West flscr, and^hT'Ro't 6 hN*i C:irl - V 
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f 1 I imagine «»'•« i 

. „ , *iiro ' rair»J during thr alow tnorn'n* 

lto.l cuwd Avcr.ll t» 
" 7'r.,. rrl j jniffic to gravest apprehcn.lon. He had not 
November " «> attacked ihc day betor* for Rood 
'.V IHifflr marched n n0, .sufficient reaaon*. but about 
h . ISO mil." AvrrrU p o'clock the Confederate* ait- 
u , r, v <xiy r.ut had H*’ „ 0 unerd by cheer*. and by band 
' Averell 'icachcd bi»W- mu> | C< * n d by the display of bnt- 
laturday. November *. ,| C f iupa. that Major General 
nut found that Hurtle hn d brought hla army up 

f al 10 a m. end that the force* were equal and 

Ohc.t~Moun.aln »£t "» 'Confederate, held a safe 

£' lr * 1 HnHovv*'w("'re 1 have given the position of the 
C ^«nrtM and Park- Federnl troopa. occupying a full 
il'e and took the road half circle to the north of the bat- 
'reenbank to Hunter*- tlefleld. Here Ik the way the Con-. 
Ip of tome apprehen- federate* were stationed; 

t.hwharkcra. they saw Gives Location* 

th.- rebel army until On the river road to Greenbrier: 
Ureenbank and from Edgar'a battalion. On the fnrin- 
irv drove the picket* land 0 n the brow of tho mountain . 

whore the battle was fought: 22nd 
Virginia cavalry'. Col. Gcdrgo Pat¬ 
ten; I9th Virginia cavalry. Col. , 
W. P. Thompson; 20th Virginia * 
Cavalry'. Col. W. W. Arnett; 14th [ 
Virginia cavalry'. Col. James Coch : ' 
ran; Derrick'* battalion; Jackson's 
batteries. On tho Lobella-Jacob 
road: Nobody. The failure to • 
guard tho road leading In from ' 
the rear cost the Confederate* the 
battle. This oversight has never 1 
been explained. ^ • •! 

At 1:45 p. m. tho flanking party . 


1" til heard that Col. W. P. Thompspn 
"* «rtu> the 19th Virginia cavalry, 
*J nj at Marline Bottom, at the 
®4 Greenbrier bridge. Huntersville 
es* ns the county scat, and while 
ef th# pike betwten thr Level* and the 
ret county aeat ran by Marlins Bot- 
ro- rcra where the river was bridged, 
• r- al: persons attending court on 
<i k .neback from the Levels, when 
th* stver could be forded turned to 
^ left at Shcphen Hole Run and rode 
-i bjr th* B«»v«r Creek route. They 


saved by this about six miles—the 
•triune* from Marl.-)* Bottom to 
Huntersville. Marlins Bottom la 
sow called Martinton. So on Wed¬ 
nesday there was a horse race. 
AiereS sent the !«ih Pennsylvania 


| urslry and the 3rd West Virginia 
' -'"d Infantry down Beaver 

; off Thompson at Ste- 

and *' nt ‘be 2 nd 
I *** West Virginia mounted 
■ r-.U-.t.-T to Martlmon with Ew- 
, v 5*' Ury ; but Thompson left In 
, » . --TT and eut . barricade of 

‘ . TlilTTJ 6 !- on Prlce HU 1 . 


he moved the 2nd, 3nd. and 8th 
regiment* obliquely to the right up 
the mountain. The horse* had been 
left at-the foot of the mountain. 
They came out on top of the 
mountain exactly on the left of 
tho flanking army and together 
they advanced on the breastworks 
of the Conferedntcs and the fight 
was over in a few minutes, mid 
the Army In full retreat. Averell 
sent Gibson', battalion after them' 
up tho pike, together with one sec¬ 
tion of .Ewing's battery. But part* 
of all the regiments Joined in the’ 
nnd Av erell wa* able to 
halt hla command on the top of 

ilir" of Mountain, overlook ' 

Thi. , » e r ‘ cv,,U of Greenbrier.!, 
th V* Ven,n « “for the bat¬ 
tle, hrlitsy, November «. 1RCS. 

Sueceimful In Rotroat 
-.a ‘ r ' # ? '? h “ ,d h “ c >< the pur -1 

h r , . Duf,,e «»»ht cut 1 
wu “V L * wUbu nt, hut that; 

10 hr They got through' 

'null* r n low,rd * Union 

the way to Dublin, by a mat. 

U 1 “!!'£'*•• •'»> w, r* able to 
ro .,1 U * r b,ockad « In the I 

,,„V «■»«■ h.d « nv 

In Woet Virginia afln. 1 


' Federal* to Stephen 
"• -And Joined up with the 
at. troop, in the Level. 

* ii" 1 *?. and ‘topped the 
Averell, at Huntersvlllo 

* la ' h » h‘*ht time from 

•* Marllnton and 
.»•«-. Hoi* Rto, that 


*« Mill Point 


* Huntersville 
Creek. Thura- 
tn, and reaeb- 
» m He had 

tn charge of 

to cut out the 
hhn at Mm 


Tim>_ 

cripples, • 


for no reason, so fnr as_ history 
can discover, he was summarily ^ 
dismissed from his command. He j 
openly charged that It was to 
make room for somo favorite In A . I 
the make-up of the army. tr ^ 

Quite Command H'U 

. pis last official communication wa 
to his command closed with these 1 
words: "I would rather serve In ]„i 
your ranks than leave you. but 1 i*q 
am only permitted to say fare- bo { 
well." ^ 

During his command with the cot 
Confederate rangers lasting from IIty 
May 16, 1863, to September 23. • 

1864. he fought twenty battles. ' n | 
That is tho outline of ttie Battle . 
of Droop Mountain. We most |. w ® 
earnestly insist that If this sketch 
Is in any wise In error that the .7, 
historian or veteran will Immedl- °« 
Btelv write t^us and we will argue f?* 


j/gki 
Here Is JthfT 
would Imvipheeh 
observer Atifiidfiy: 
the moiintalb’ on 
piot t.p/pro -the' t 
tho ea$.\Mth' jpi 
mcntfctoAtidvnol 

t'-'y, UiV-lPth^vv? 
ClhSorvjhr.nhMtn 

west. h«Jirt:d'tb? tl 

*ln>^ .hiT huttuvs 

t'rd..'«c4. ,‘atf.i Sth 
pepmehfegfying 


B mn that . 

ted to an 
; brow of 
battlefield 13 
epan: To J 
inla reri- 
Keeper'i J 
ing's bat- .f, 
Inla. and 
ic north- [ | 
nd in the .* 
uiUe.ws of the land, the c0 
Bu 8th West Virginia -,e 
)>'lng on thetr arms. 
h man holding boreee. -J 
for the sound of bat- ? 

-Teat l i 


t e. --y' man holding bones, fj 

the sound of bat-J 
f.. ' - i:j • v.te~imcg—■ 

¥ twPSfc 

i- .- Jnft,,uiw>n >h, * v l! 


iJSaU 
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WONDERFUL SCEinC VIEWS AND FLASHES 
OF AMERICAN HISTORY 


3 v Colonel William S. Waldron, 
U. S. Army 


BATTLE OF DROOP MOUNTAIN 

\£)f'jn 1 

One day as you go bowling along over the Seneca Trail 
(Route 219) enjoying the scenic beauties of Y/est Virginia you 
^111 core to a roadside marker, about thirty miles north of 
wisburg, which informs you that you are negring "Droop foun¬ 
tain Lr.ttlef ield." A little further on you will see thejmassivg__ 
rustic portals, constructed by the State Conservation Commission 


art the CCC boys, which mark the entrance to this historic spot-- 
a t1pee where brothers crossed swords in mighty conflict lor a 
cause in which each one of them believed. 

Row, if you read on, it looks like you are in for a brief 
story lesson--a thing which you dread, but which will stand you 
:n stead when you visit this hallowed ground, direct your mind 

,-.er a space of 73 years and try to visualize what happened 

here. 

•;>.C . r 1863 was an important milestone in the history of 
- It WU3 on June 20th of that year that our fathers 
r.r ;tc from the Old Dominion and become a member of 
- rm.-iiy of jTtnton In their own right. 


The Con federate Forceo 

< • • u.r re v.-ar. a Confederate force composed largely 
. .. « • : V- nr art tilery, and numbering About 4,000 

t r ■ ■ 1 ■ i- i al Jt hn r.oholo, which was based or. 

re . tar up • ter Valley toward ! 


■■ 



.-.,-ocl a sort of outpost desired to protect Virginia .rom 
v^deral attack from the west. They lived on the country and 
^ cood pickings for man and beast from the rich bluegrass 


region. 

A gjjjaii Federal forces under command of General William W. 
Avcrell and based on Elkins opposed the Confederates. Their mis- 
sior. was to protect the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the main 
Federal line of rail communication from east to west. They were 
r.ct of sufficient strength to undertake offensive operations against 
tr .e Confederates and had to content themselves to pay the role of 
ani observation force. 

On the Kanawha River at the mouth of Gauley there was an¬ 
other small force of Federals under the command of General A. N. 

- with the mission of preventing a Confederate movement 

'.cwr. the Kanawha towards the Ohio River. 

following General Lee’s 1863 invasion of the north, which 
: .r. disaster at Gettysburg, Averell's command was reinforced 
•■•as ordered to drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier 
Talley. sc reinforcements brought his strength up to about 

•, r h gave him a small superiority in numbers. General 
Bltioned horses from the nearby farms in the Tygart 
- ry ar. : mounted much of his infantry, thus making his 
nobility with that of his opponents. 


Pro 1 i Hi i nn ry Ojqc ra tion s 

/.vcrell ordered General Duffle to maroh from Gauley 
no :.a to arrive th« rc on the afternoon of 
. lith hl» own cor* -and ho marohed south, leaving Beverly 
■r l t on A drove beck xho Confederate patrols that 









,-pd the northern reaches of the valley. TThen he learned 

F<>ccuP lc 

. ,. t Averell was marching down the valley, General Echols pro- 
, c .Hied to Droop Mountain with his main body, while he took up a 
-e^ensive position with the idea of providing a rallying point for 
■o- s advanced troops which were being driven back by the Federals, 
there to make a stand and stop the further advance of Averell. A 
line of breastworks and gun positions was constructed across the 
main road, which we now know as the "Seneca Trail" (Route 219) 
where it crosses the mountain. 

Apparently General Echols had learned of the approach of 
General Duffie’s force coming east from Gauley Bridge but left no 
considerable force at lewisburg to oppose him. Averell’s main body 
arrived in the vicinity of Hillsboro on the evening of November 4th. 
They established their outposts close to the foot of Droop Mountain 
and started immediately with the reconnaissance of the Confederate 
position. The entire day of November 5 was consumed in this recon¬ 
naissance, which developed the fact that the position was too 
strong to be taken to direct assault. There was a lot of skir¬ 
mishing during the day and that evening General ' * decided 

upon his plan of battle. In the meantime General Duffie was 
approaching Lewisburg from the west. 

The Batt le 

Early on the morning of November 6, 1865, General Averell 
d-patched a force of about 1100 men composed of the 18th Ohio 
fantry .-.nd the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry to march west and south 
'■ e Lobelia road, a detour of six miles, to attack the left 
:.k and .- erir D f the Confederate position on Droop Mountain. H e 


........ a snail detachment out to the east to demonstrate a E ainst 

flank of the Confederate position, 

General Echols was content to defend his strong position on 
-v, 0 mountain and apparently had no information that a ^eaeral 

f cr co was approaching on his left flank, 

A * 1; 45 p ni, just when the skirmishing along the front was 

at its height, the Federal right flanking detachment broke in on 
-■•e left flank and rear of the Confederate position, Averell 
rushed forward his assault up the mountain on the front and the left 
flanking detachment closed in. Echols threw in part of his reserves 
t: st er. the tide and for a short period of time there was some des- 
rc-rate fighting on top of the mountain. Seeing that the Federal 
- -flank force was closing in on his rear in an endeavor to gain 

read to Lewisburg, Echols sent in the last of his reserves and 
' z' the troops he could withdraw from the main position to counter 
: vo. :'e succeeded in doing so and managed to withdraw his 

• t - - and and get it on the read to Lewisburg. By four o’clock 

*. moon his troops were on the road in more or less orderly 
. covered by an organized rear guard which covered the 
' ‘--.t guard passed through Lewisburg at about ten 

• ‘-noon of November 7, just as Duffle’s advance 
-• fftr.'-fl the western entrance of the town. 

•: .not push the pursuit too vigorously because he 
' I .* C would be able-to cut off the Confederates at 

.t ny rarirohlnr all night and the fact that his mounts 

* tej tuid r mh, Lc ho In tttxo nblo to nave praotioally his 
re ooanand to fight another day. Iha Confederataa nued 

‘ n 4o * n t-.rourh ’nion and orooaod ©vox- into Virginia 



Decisive Battle 


The Battle of Droop Mountain was a decisive battle in 
t ^ expelled the Confederates from that section of West 
...,-rinia and from then on to the end of the war between the 

states, v/est Virginia was Federal territory. 

In his report of the battle, General Echols states: "My 
artillery and trains were brought safely through with the excep- 
tion of one brass howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery which 
broie down completely during the retreat and had to be left, thi/s 
offering the enemy the only trophy of which they can "boast." 
rhis cannon is supposed to ha-re been buried in the swamp on Droop 
'fountain, and although diligent search has been made it has not 
yet been found. It is hoped that it will be located in due time. 

In the course of the conflict, Colonel James Cochran, com¬ 
mander of the 14th Virginia cavalry, was surrounded by a so.uad 
of Union soldiers and apparently doomed to capture. By some means 
however, he managed to exoape. Later in relating the story, he 
nas ashed why, undehthe circumstances, he dia not surrender, 

O'-lend Cochran replied: "If they had said 'Colonel, surrender' 

'• .;id have done so. But they said, 'stop, you blankety-blank 

'• :otl r-.'.r. of a (am, 1 .'*nd I would not accommodate any man who 
i r.uch ittm to mo." 

. »- i. i •.roopr. engaged numbered 4,700 and suffered a 
r jM.r.-ut. tlc«. The Confederates had 2950 engaged and 

their 


a «.<,re about 400 non. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



:;r L928 
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jS rpt by SOCIETY Republican Executive 

J 'Jiiiiiiiii! ..tiiijr «*f Holds Meeting; Fills 

BO.OS-tlonnry Society oi I . T . • 

r -—yx-mfr w.s held at th., Vacancies on ticket 

-Church on June _ 

ific, v* with Ml*. "• J- I , | ho now R^mikliMn I 


* 1.00 4 . 


Get It At Tli 


.1 !i; k ' s -\ r J t t ir\- lire- I A mcoting of the new Republican 

« r Executive Committee wu held nt the 

- r lirJjMiaiio.mry Socle- Court . .Houm Saturday afternoon at 
■ r ,nde t| ew present one o clock. C. P. McNeill wnsclcct- 

RgBUilblf . * f Baltimore. cd ns chuirn,an and treasurer, and 

Con>- C ' Adklson Secretary Member 


„ , " ic Baltimore Con- ~ — .. „ 

1,1 **« , the honor guest present were: Geo. S. Graham. S. H. 

« oi of our local pas- ? ,n ® r » *£• t J ’ T H ; ^nner. Green- 
• Jucing j.... i{ t .v- n w bank District; J. A. Reed, lluntcrs- 

ttiding Elder of | vil, ° : T Ho .T ard M t cEKvcc - Ed- 

Scriator l ray District; J. M. Workman, Little 


Floor covering, Farm 
Hardware. Groceries 
Goods, Notlot 
For fifteen years we 1 
our patrons. Exchai 
for anything in our 1 

I He Peoples 5 

Marlinloi 


tended uliij n our Southern I so, ’.* > - v WOXy. _ 
7f ni»tn»tivflil Wrs - Copeland, ^ ^'C^vacanci 
public j ,iat .wery mem-* wore ,ll,cd: 1 


Levels District and Harold L. Moore, 
Dr. S. A. Willhide, and D. C. Adki- 


Five vacancies on the committee 
were filled; Huntersville District, 
Mrs. G. O. Wade and Mrs. Alice 
Sharp; Edray District, W. H. Gilmore 
mo. ! our King and ®*? d .' V,iss Dicta Gay; Little Levels 
« . ‘ "1 forward as we District, Mrs. J. B. Grimes. 

• a/■ r *incs that have Th , c ncw committee is now com- 

, f* blijA the past 50 J ,osed of s - H- Miner, Geo. S. C»rn- 
>or in«<—’ ham, Mrs. J. H. Flcnner, Mrs. H. H. 

to about 125 Drimes. Geo. F. Alderman J, A 
at the noon J‘‘ ed > »«■ G. O. Wade, Mrs. Alice 
fchnrp. R. H. MeElwce, W. H Gil¬ 
more. Miss Oletn Gay. Mrs. Eva Nel- 
t were: Miss f° n ’ M - Workman, O. M. Hook 
•lary and j; 1 *?’ Dela Elmore, and Mrs. J. B 

rson-Mrv Grimes. 


POCAHONTAS MEMORIAL II0SP1TAI 


««<» let 


• ••VII • WHO. j _ L 

Mrs. E. M. ‘, ht ; following nominations were 
io Craft of *?f de *>y the Committee, Prosecuting 

HZ"?’’ 3 u E i Buckley: Count y Sur* 
trim-’*!™ k Ir X ,nc; Green bank Dis- 

MrV' II °S be wM° ard 0f ^“^tion, 

Mrs. 11 M. Widney, Justice of the 

B, ® ckhurs t. Huntors- 
wHo District: For Justice of the 

IW- fir r M , C ?l‘ rty> : ‘» d John 

Mitchcn Sharp 


The hospital was a busy plac 
little while Monday morning al 
11 o’clock, when the train brot I 
tiyo Injured men. the result of 
railroad speeders, loaded with w 
men, running together. Lu< 
none of the live men were serio 
injured, after being cleaned u 
Drs. J. W Price and Yeager 
their slight cuts and bruised dres 
all were sent to thetr homes but i 
Charley Adams of Ston? Hot 
stayed In until 6pm and E N < 
of Clawson remained over night 
observation, he was struck on 
head and received slight Injurle 
left arm and right leg 


ton, 

Vir- 

Pop® 

of 

and J 

IlilM 


trier- V™ v. : *>uray iJis- 

lon F D M a r r B ° ar<l ° f Kduci - 
1 ‘ • D - f«>r Constable, N 

V 17 r" K - Wooddoll. 

of Edueatlen 1 £ ^ 

tin- of lhc Pwc, U, c V, 7 h i. or l Jul - 

and f i> it i ” ’*• hennison 
V '• Mondrlclu; f„r Coiumki. 


for Gonstahle, 
i«. Hogsett. 


m 


TO START 


NEW SANITARIUM 

m.mbani of thp , tat> 


Mrs. Gertrude Overholt Tren 
popular young matron of Marlin 
was the happy recipient or a pal 
twins, a b..y and girl, who arr 
early Monday a m. Tl»8 mother 
babes are doing well Many coog 
ulatlons were received over the ph 
during the day from interested frle 

Hubert May of Beard who 
[operated on for appendicitis is rev 
« >i>K nicely and will be able u» le 
the hospital by the end of the w 

Mrs. Russell Hannah conMuuai 
Improve and will soon be a*>le to 
up In chair 

Mr* VVii>><<.*r Sim 

was a visitor at th 
her hukbtml who (a 
bring treated b, Dr 













0*1'. O* uiiimiiiif • •• 

I r *. j. II. Fl«*nnor, Green 
jriV(; J. A. Reed, Hunter* 
riel ,• Howard MeJClwoe, Ed- 
| c (; J. Jlf. Worknv in. Little 
«lrirf ami Harold L. Mooro, 
ml I). C. A«lki- 


Store & Supply ( 


Marlinton. West Virginia 


Wiillilde 


Improved. 

Miss B’lora Mel 


ancios on the committee 
f: Huntersville District, 

. Wade and Mrs. Alice 
y District, W. 11. Gilmore 
ilcta Gay; Little Levels 
J. B. Grimes, 
committee is now com- 
11. Miner, Geo. S. Gra- j 
H. Flenner, Mrs. H. H. 

'• F. Alderman J. A. 
i. 0. Wade, Mrs. Alice 
MeElwee, W. H. Gil- 
eta Gay, Mrs. Eva Nel 
'orkman. 0. M. Hook 
more, and Mrs. J. B 


The hospital was a busy place a 
l'j while Monday morning about 
when the train brot to us 
the result of two 
with work- 
together. Luckily 
men were seriously 


ruirse * ls taking a two we”, 
with her parents at 
Springs. 

Miss Lena Gum student 
spent her vacation at Ka< 
turned to her work M indy 

Mrs Lenna Wlckllne of 
was In the hospital for t 
treatment, returned to 


little < 

111 o’clock 

( 'live Injured men. 
railroad speeders, loaded 
men, running 
none of the live 
Injured, after being cleaned up by 
Drs. J. \V. Price and Yeager and 
their slight cuts and bruised dressed, 
all were sent to their homes but two. 
Charley Adams of Stony Bottom 
stayed in until 6pm and E N Carr 
of Clawson remained over night for 
observation, he was struck on the 
head and received slight injuries to 


improved in health 


Married. June 20, 1928 


Copen haver and VTbs 
both of Little Levels dlst 


Presbyterian Manse by 
Bowen They will make 
on Droop Mountain. 
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STATE PARK 

TO BE DEDICATED ON JOLY 4TB 


c.T? le r. D . roop Mountain Battlefield 
^tate I ark will be dedicated on Wed 
nesday, July 4th. Hon John D 
Sutton, chairman or the Droop Moun¬ 
tain Battlefield Commission, will p re 

e?" 1 U n e ? roop Mountain Battlefield 
^latelark to Governor Howard M 
Gore who will accept it for the peo¬ 
ple of the State of West Virginia 
t Ids is a State and County affair In 

no sense is it to be commercialized 

*Mery man, woman and child In i’o 
cahontas County should be present. 

I lie battle of Droop Mountain was 
tl'e greatest battle fought on West 

th'iofl* soil I durtn « tile War between 

wlr • U WaS * ' lattle ln w hlCh 
Uest \ irgmia soldiers were engaged 

on botli s des. This battle marked 

In w f D vrf ncy of tlle Uul0Q forces 

in West Virginia. 

fo^A 1 " 3 las f stssion °f I he Legists 
ure Hon John D. Sutton, of Brax 

on County, introduced a resolutitn 
n the Legislature fora Commis ion 
one appointed by the Governor lo 
• cure the site of the battled Id o' 
r°"P Motintali for a State Parkas 
an «»«lwtlng memorial, and to 
“iin'r 111 '’"* *8 far ae possible 
P-« &Ue my UnlLt ' * hW * ** 

in ,, 1 “r ,nied s ut . 

AS a U,y M T t ? f U, ‘* 
battle ^ /[i, . Utlon 'ought In this 
nlon aoldlrr Th > „n... 


DI 


'V R Moore, oi 
oled quite sudden 
of June «, 19 ‘Js | 

•»teA.T .tnd M 
hdray. He was | 
He left Pocahonta 
forty years ago. I 
in Indiana, Iowa, 

K >n California am 

j but for the past t 
resided in Butte, I 
a native of Ducati 
the autumn of 192 
famliy, two remi 
Washington, I), (j 
Harlow, of nuntii 
sister, Mrs Isaa 
t-wln sister. Mrs J 
ceded him to the 
jovial, kind heart 
enj >yed seeing otl 
last years hs beca 
and in his letters 
tives often referre 
the grave. 


M S- Wood die 
his home in the . 
on Moi div. June 
recently passed th 
versary of his hirt 
a native of Cl. y c< 
this county many 
was a Miss Mori 
year or more ago. 


Washington, I 
Walden B Col%j 


ttl V. 


Il'i ___a%. 


ture Hon John I> Sutton, of Br&x 
jon County, introduced a resoluth n 
In thj Legislature for a Commie ion 
to ue appointed by the Governor io 
secure the site of the battle ft ild of 
Droop Mountain for a State Parkas 
an everlasting memorial, and to 
mark the positions us far as possible 
of the various army units which took 
part in the battle. 

The Governor appointed Mr. Sut¬ 
ton tire chairman of tills Commislon 
As a ooy Mr. Sutton fought in thi 9 
battle as a Union soldier. The other 
members of the Commission are Sen¬ 
ators R F. Kidd and A. L. Helmick; 
delegates Norman F. Kendall and 
M. M. Harrison. 

1 his Commission has done a great 
constructive work They have pur¬ 
chased the battlefield of more than 
one hundred acres, and they have 
marked the positions and movements 
of the various units engaged. Par 
ticularly active has Mr Sutton been 
in U e matter, spending much time 
on the field; cor suiting with old sol 
tiers of Doth aimies, and in search¬ 
ing the records and reports of the 
commanding officers of both the Con 
fedmate and Union forces 

rile Fourth of July has been set as 
the time for the Battlefield to be 
finally-taken over by the State as a 
memorial for all time of the’men who, 
ought hied and died for *hat they 
believed to be right. 

rr " ni 118 Interest, 

!* " , oop MountHln HmieHeld Sum 
Uo '"' of 'l>e b.auty .pots of 

a ‘r* r" l T 

i^evala a thouyai d 




— -o- vvootl 

his liomt) in Ui 
on Moi div. U 
recently las&e 
versary of his 
u native of CIS 
this county m 
was a Miss 1 
year or more i 

WashlnKtoi 
Walden B i 
street, Niaga 
New York \ 
qualify forac 
States Mllibi 
Point, the wj 
ed today. C 
P*ny L 17 
passed botii t 
entrance exai 
the academy 

Mr. Coffey' 
amlnation 
Point militar 
ed in the I 
above dlspatc 
the unofficial 
Gazette 

Walden Col 
ton, August 4 
Niagara Falls 
and Mrs Rut 
years ago 
tives win he 
success 

Judge Shar 
were at the f 
Held State Pai 
it over In 


. • V , ft * y aa*?* 

t»l »s a thousand feet, higher. 

The HattltHeld is on the Seneca 
I rail, and can be reached from all 
parts of Pocahontas County on im 
proved highways. 

As said above, this is a State and 
County all air and in no sense a com 
merciai undertaking Come and 
bring your dinner and something 

extra for the strangers who will be 
with us that day. 

In preparation for the day the 
County Committee has made the fol 
lowing appointment of committees to 
nave a! 1 things in readiness:} 
Committee on Provisions—Mrs. 
U. H fUnnah Mrs. s A. Wllhide, 

m Peard - Mrs H»rry M. Mooore, 
Mrs. Sherman Gibson, Mrs. Hevener 

« e C H ‘ Lee vv,ill,e . Ira D. Hrill 
Mrs. Ida McComb, Mrs. A. R Gay 

Mrs. J A, Sydenstrlcker, Mrs. J. G. 
Hamrick Mrs. Dakota Kirk Nottlnc 
bam, Mrs J J Coyner, Mrs. John 
John Dunlap, L D. Sharp, 

Committee °n cieaninfcr U p Ground 
• K. Marshall, Chairman, Dr. H. 

, u ^ Gti0rire P Kd «»r, Pier 

W si,7' C , ’ Wall#ce Kershner, L 

s i wZ\ re . I,H,n - T A Bruffey 
c. \\ a I Um. Kuaaell Scott. 

on ^ r °K r *na—J. w I 

lor.l to Mfl K | ? J F. Ash 

< * J”-? ,,rltl,|l *rd, John W 

W n* ij. M * 8 f ,ur ^ (;o1 * H Ha Wiley, 

" r - J * M.Cofer, M J 
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11 Droop Mountain Battleltield State 
I Park was dedicated in due form 
|, Governor Howard M. Gore received 
I it for the people of the State of West 
I Virginia from Hon John D Sutton. 

I chairman of the legislative coramis 
Isian. This commission was appoint 
ed at the last session of the Legisla 
p \ )uy t,ie battle site for a State 
* ark, as a memorial for all time of 

!£® “ e,, r ? ho f °ught in the greatest 

“ifjiwi ° ,vi1 w * r - <,Dviest v,r 

Tim crowd i s estimated at ten 
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i j xue crowd is esr-i 
| thousand people W! i e the 
number of those present v> 
Pocahontas and Greenbrier 
he^e were many people frc 
I West Virginia counties an< 
mining State of Vir inia. 
Jo; e of thi largest co vds t( 
b.'e in Pocahontas county, 
haps equal ed ti e number 
engaged in the Battle of Dro 
tain. 

Tne speakers were Hon. 
Sutton, chairman of the L*-\ 
Commission which bought a 
the battlefield; Judge Gei 
McClintic, Judge or the 
States Court for the South 
*ricb or West Virginia, and i 
>f Pocahontas count): Goverr 
trd M. Gore, Governor of W 
ini ; Hon. E. T. England, ( 


3an from this the Sixth ] 
ion J. Alfred Taylor, fort 
res>man and nominee of h 
)r Governor of West Virgin 
rew Price, President of ti 
^iririla Historical Society, 
oslding oMiser of the day. 


ll, l. 







I MeCJIfitflc, Judge or the United 
ss— /States Court for the Southern DP 
i I. 11; is / ,,r * ct or ' Vest Virginia, and a native 

ie In/ftr i»rea / ^ Pocahontas count) : Governor How 
1 ! Common I * rd M * Gore < Governor of West Vii 

ntlst betans * lDl ; Hon E r En * ,and > Congress 
lck fman from ttjis the Sixth District 

the line at I ^ on ^ Allred Taylor, former con 

private feed ^ rfS m,in and nominee of ills part) 

rasit.es If r ° r Governor of West \ irgiaia. An 

can obtain I dr ® w Trice, President of the West 

id we *re ^Irvini* Historical Society, was the 

prefer to Presiding cfticer of the day. 

ecu rate on I Among the veterans present were 

/ Af. J. McNeel, N I) McCoy, R F. 

s a native! the Confederate aim ; J 

s is % son I ^ Tyler, J D. Sutton and Peter 

e of Dun- I ^^ ar ty of the Union army 

'e in ih-( T,iere were more than a thousand 

lit In the »utomobHes in the P»rk Wednesday 

'ieije. A 1 '*® was handled and the cars 

■ 'erred tc P ark>f < with military precis o i b\ 

ustry »t I members of Marlinton Post of tie 

i.ek" tm* h eR J 0, l' State Trooper 
Mack Tldd had the assistance of a 

I qu*d in handling tilings. 

So great was tlie crowd that onlv » 

;r ?» ew ^uswd people could get withii 
• rite hearing of the speakers K 

U8 suVeV/tT MounU,n field 

ue ami » ark <« «>ne of the beauty spots j 
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> cum I ^ reat historical interest. It over | 
I hangs the beautiful Little Levels re- 
,n fc * ]e hflon of Pocahontas couutv. and to the 
,le ,s leasC are Hie forest clad ranges paral 
/ lellng the main Alleghenies, with the 
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ed to /waters of the Greenbrier showing in . u 

1 1 11 vet 


Jtua- / a few places; to the west and a thou- 
Isand feet higher are the rich Hack 


oga, I Allegheny Mountains. There are 
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jgh few views that surpass tlie outlook 
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I from Droop Mountain. I “ 1 

the/ In the Park area few fields, but I ^ os 
on 'the most of the area is woodland tfo ° 
Some of the undergrowth is being unt 
nd cut away,,and soon it will be about p} 11 
the most pleasant spot in the whole 8 1C 
Greenbrier Valley. 1 

nd The positions of the various units r ' oc 
of the opposing armies have been wa 
marked. Mr Sutton Is doing thi Dji 
* ™/Mias his own recollection of the rl ° 
>attJe to guide him; the recollection J 

he er f ari i8r !" ,ufJ and Confederate Vet * a 

JG ; eD( ®’ an , d t,ie complete voluminous ,8 ‘ 

m and in o‘ m 10re U, » r ‘ twenty com 
, Tim n\ U erS * 0t * 1 tr, nies 
- the rr.n!t ® of *>roop Mou tal i was 
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1 marked. Mr button n uv^iu^ (Ill 
work, Iras Ills own recollection of the 

battle to guide hire; the recollection 
of other Union and Confederate Vet 
erar s, and the complete voluminous 
reports of more than twenty com 
manding officers of I oth armies. 

The battle of Droop Mou. tain was 
;he most important engagement in 
West Virginia in the war between 
he States. It marktd the decline ol 
lor federate strength in the moun 
airis. The date of the battle was 
fovember 6, 1863 This was a bat" 
efcween West Virginians. In some 
'Stances brother against brother in 
ie opposing armies In the Union 
wy there was one regiment of Penn 
Jvania, the 14th and the 28th Ohio 
infantry, but the brunt of tbe tight 

imi W w by U,e 2, ’ d > 3rd and 

theOnnreri VlrKinl1 Regiments In 
20tl, 9. H erilll! . army 1911,, 

rnents 14111 Vll fflnla retfl 
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20th. 22nd and I4th Virginia regl 
' merits, which were , all composed of 
I West Virgin ans Tire Confederate 
I commanders were General W, L 
Jackson and General Echols. The 
Union commander was General W. 
W Averell, a military genius of the 
Civil War, second to Stonewall 
Jackson 

;iT e Confederates occupied the 
mountain, guarding the river road tc 
Greenbrier couniy, but leaving the 
Cars if Mountain side 
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and uiio U..K..BIUCU u auk 01 

VOLLAH& I j j0 (jonfederat.es Mere tok place 
?!?Jv£?^lone of the hardest ti-hts of the war. 

The Confederates broke and made 
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50 000 
17 000 (X) 
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•>5 000 00 thrirescape by the way of Lewisbur*, 
passing through that town by a mat¬ 
ter of minutes before General DutYU 
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ter of minutes - ~v.ni;, 

could cut them off with an army lie 
was bringing up over the Midland 
Trail. 

But to speak about the Fourth of 
July celebrati m on Droop Mountain 
Battlefield State Park last Wednes¬ 
day, it was the biggest t nd most sat- 
71 922 98 I tsfactory picnic tins w.i.cr has ever 
attended. The opportunity to meet 
ar.d greet old friends and to meet 
. ■ aLd new acquaintances was the 

>3 9)o bb best ever. Everyone brought a bas¬ 
ket. and this region has- the best 
lemnly | cooks * n the known world. The 
speakers were men who had proven 
themselves and earned posithns of 
importance and honor in the sate 
and iha nation They had in u s iges 
to bring and they brought me.-sages 

to their fellow citizens. The weath 

tr vi a, perfect, and it was a day well 
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Ll nt In the after"" 011 rot a while 

«in threatened. h«« 1 «"« to one 
s'de and the people on the mount* n 
t p saw a heavy shaver fading in 
tne valley a thousand i«efc below 
With the completion, of the work 
already begun of clearing out the 
underbrush and opening road wass. 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield S'ate 
Hark will he the p cnic ground of tlie 
S ate of West Virginia, and with 
the completion of the State highway 
s)stem it will be visile 1 by thousands 
of tourists yearly. 
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